
THEMMONITORONITOR NEWS UPDATE
 FROM THE BISHOP: SUNDAY OF THE 
WORD OF GOD

In advance of the new designation of “Sunday 
of the Word of God” to fall on the Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., 
encourages his flock to prayerfully reflect on the 
role of the Bible in their spiritual lives.  Part of his 
message follows: 

On Sept. 30 of this past year, Our Holy Father 
Pope Francis issued an apostolic letter “Aperuit illis” 
(translated, “he opened to them,” a reference to the 
Risen Lord’s teaching his disciples about the Scrip-
tures before his Ascension).  He wrote:

“… to set aside moments to reflect upon the 
great importance of the word of God for everyday 
living … to make the sacred Scripture more acces-
sible to believers, to increase their gratitude for 
so great a gift, and to help them to strive daily to 
embody and bear witness to its teachings … I here-
by declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(this year, 2020, that Sunday falls on Jan. 26) is to be 
devoted to the celebration, study and dissemina-
tion of the word of God.”

When first announced, some Catholics respond-
ed to his declaration that Pope Francis was “cham-
pioning the obvious.”  Really?  Most Catholic family 
homes have a copy of the Bible.  But how often 
do we read it?  Other than scriptural references 
that we may have memorized in Catholic school or 
religious education classes or some “Bible stories,” 

how familiar 
are we, as 
Catholics, 
with scriptural 
texts? Maybe 
the Holy Fa-
ther is mak-
ing a good 
point worth 
our consid-
eration and 
even more 
so, worth our 
effort.  After 
all, this is “The 
Word of the 
Lord!”
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To read the Bishop’s full message or listen to 
a podcast of this text, as well as an essay from 
the Diocese’s Scripture scholar, Father Pablo 
Gadenz, go to TrentonMonitor.com and click on 
NEWS>CHURCH.

 BISHOP, LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO 
CELEBRATE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Catholic Schools 
Week 2020 has 
arrived, and elemen-
tary and high schools 
in the Diocese of 
Trenton are eager to 
share what makes 
them the best choice 
for educating students who will grow and become 
faith-filled Catholic citizens.

Running from Jan. 26 to Feb. 1, Catholic Schools 
Week activities will include open houses, pep ral-
lies, assemblies, activity fairs, spelling bees, com-
munity service projects and a myriad of academic 
showcases designed to spotlight how faith and ac-
ademic excellence combine into the most valuable 
model of childhood education.

In his 2020 Catholic Schools Week message, 
Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., writes: 

“The gift and grace of Catholic education intro-
duces us to what is possible in Christ.  That is what 
our Catholic faith does and what Catholic schools 
offer.  They are ‘integral to the mission of the 
Church’ because they provide  our children with 
an encounter with Christ, ‘who makes all things 
possible.’“

(Go to the Bishop’s Corner on TrentonMonitor.
com to read the full message.)

The Bishop will visit several Catholic schools 
and celebrate Masses with their communities 
during Catholic Schools Week. The Monitor and the 
diocesan Multimedia Production team will be on 
location to report on the many special programs 
and events that are planned. Expanded coverage 
will be carried throughout Catholic Schools Week 
on TrentonMonitor.com, and will be featured in the 
February issue of The Monitor Magazine.

To view a slideshow of open house invitations 
OVER



To learn more about this event and to view a 
DYC video, go to TrentonMonitor.com and click on 
NEWS>YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS. 

 RECONFIGURED COHORTS TO 
IMPROVE COLLABORATION BETWEEN 
PARISHES

With the many profound changes that have con-
fronted the Catholic Church in recent decades, one 
constant that remains is its mission to advance the 
Kingdom of God. The challenge is how best to serve 
the mission amidst the flow of changes that signifi-
cantly impact nearly every aspect of parish life and 
Church ministry.

The Diocese of Trenton has taken proactive steps 
since 2005 to respond to this challenge, conducting 
parish planning initiatives on a project-by-project 
basis in order to establish fewer, stronger and more 
dynamic parishes. As implementation of the most 
recent initiative, Faith in Our Future, nears com-
pletion, the Diocese is taking steps to ensure that 
effective and collaborative pastoral planning be-
comes a regular, mainstream part of parish admin-
istration going forward.

Terry Ginther, diocesan chancellor and execu-
tive director of Pastoral Life and Mission, recently 
explained that the framework of parish Cohorts, will 
now be integrated into the ordinary structures of 
the Diocese – parishes, deaneries and county vicari-
ates, all under the leadership of the Bishop.

Ginther explained that this new generation 
of parish planning calls for each of the Diocese’s 
10 deaneries (with eight to 12 parishes from the 
same county) to engage in “common pastoral 
activity.” Within a given deanery, the parishes will 
be grouped into an average of three Cohorts.  The 
pastors, together with a core team of parishioners 
and appropriate staff, will strive to plan for more 
significant collaboration.   The Cohorts will typically 
consist of two to four parishes that can plan and 
work together to address local needs, diocesan 
priorities and mission. With further consultation 
to come, and some decisions to be made about 
accountability measures, the transition to the new 
model is expected to take place this July. 

For more on this story, go to TrentonMonitor.
com and click on NEWS>DIOCESE.
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from our schools, go to TrentonMonitor.com and 
click on MULTIMEDIA>SLIDESHOWS.

 DYC 2020 AIMS TO INSPIRE YOUTH TO 
BE A ‘LIGHT IN THE WORLD’

Teens and youth minis-
ters from Burlington, Mercer, 
Monmouth and Ocean Coun-
ties are invited to take part in 
the annual Diocesan Youth 
Conference (DYC), Feb. 8 in 
Donovan Catholic High School, 
Toms River. This day-long con-
ference will include inspira-
tional speakers, witnesses and 
time spent with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. There 
will also be an opportunity to participate in confes-
sion and Mass with Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M.

The 2020 DYC theme, “Inspired”, will be the focus 
of each session the teens will attend, with the goal of 
“helping young people to realize that God loves them 
so much that he’s given them all these amazing gifts, 
and empowers us to be a light in the world,” said Dan 
Waddington, director of the diocesan Department of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries.   

To register for the DYC or for more information, 
visit dioceseoftrenton.org/youthministry. Donovan 
Catholic High School is located at 711 Hooper Ave., 
Toms River.
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